
Globalization 2.0 – time line of important breakthroughs and developments

→ multinational companies driving globalization, mechanization & industrialization

    1800 2000
    1900

1840: first telegraph message 
(Baltimore – Washington D.C.)

18th century: 
inventions
James Watt's steam 
engine ; spinning 
machine 

1839-60 
GB- China: 
Opium Wars

1830: world's first 
railway line between 
Liverpool and 
Manchester

1861-65: U.S. 
Civil War

Great Potato 
Famine: waves of 
immigration to the 
U.S.

1800s:
- Pax Britannica, unchallenged 
power of the British Empire 
(Trafalgar, Waterloo 1805/1815)

Japan:
Meiji 
Restoration

1869:
Suez Canal Mass steel production

Mechanization
Electric Age

World War I: (1914-18)
- end of European empires 

1930s: 
Great Depression

World War II: (39-45):

Decolonization

Bipolar World,
Cold War

1945: United Nations
founded

1979: Deng Xiaoping's reforms

- Mass production of 
automobiles, aircraft, home 
appliances
- Mass media

1969: Moon Landing
1990: 
Commercialization of 
the Internet

89:Fall of the 
Berlin Wall

Improvement of 
computing hardware,
Information Agebr
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